The Development of an Ocean Air-liner
which offered a good opportunity for observation.
The throttle was opened and the hghth loaded
Clipper, under a pan oi it* 3,000 h.p., went on the
step almost immediately and continued to run nicely
and to accelerate in spite of the fact that the throttle
was again reduced to some forty-five or lifty per cent
of the power. From my seat in the cockpit it was easy
to see how quickh and easily the large ship was gain*
ing speed. The pilot did not ha\e an opportunity to
make many of the tests while running on the step,
because a moment later we were in the air. This was
a grand feeling, but a flight was not on the programme
for that day, and therefore, the pilot throttled down
the engines immediately and landed. This first hop
lasted only a few seconds, A few more tests were made
on the water, but without permitting the new Clipper
to accelerate because of its exceptionally easy take-off,
After that we returned to the factory. A conference
followed the test, all observations were discussed and
a real flight was decided upon for the next day.
In accordance with insurance regulations, only the
test pilots and two mechanics were allowed on board.
The ship took off easily and gracefully, and made a
nice flight of some twenty minutes. It was entirely
successful and was followed by several others. During
the next two weeks we were extremely busy with the
serious and important work of checking the main
general characteristics of the new flying Clipper.
During that time any serious deficiency had to be
discovered and corrected. After the flights, often until
late in the night, we discussed our observatiom. It
took all our experience and good judgment to analyse
properly what we had seen, and to detcrmkie whether